BOOK REVIEWS. 


Gall-Stones and Their Surgical Treatment. By B. G. 

A. Moynihan, M. S. (London), F. R. C. S., Senior Assistant 

Surgeon to Leeds General Infirmary, Leeds, England. 

Second edition, revised and enlarged. Octavo, 458 pages. 

Philadelphia and London. W. B. Saunders & Co., 1905. 

That a book devoted exclusively to the consideration of 
the diseases produced by gall-stones should in little less than a 
year require a second edition is sufficient evidence both of the 
value of the work and the interest of the profession in the sub¬ 
ject. Needless to say, the author has discussed the questions 
involved with clearness and force. The book is well printed, 
and the illustrations excellent, particularly the half-tones and 
colored plates. A valuable chapter on congenital abnormalities 
of the bile-tracts has been added to this edition. The 
exposition of the operative technique is lucid and clearly illus¬ 
trated. The chapter on the symptoms and signs of gall-bladder 
disease is especially valuable and complete, and ought of itself 
to give this volume a place not only on the shelves of the surgeon, 
but on those of the general practitioner and internist as well. 

A. T. Bristow. 


Surgical Diagnosis. A Manual for Practitioners of Medicine 
and Surgery. By Otto G. T. Kiliani, M.D., Surgeon 
to the German Hospital, New York. William Wood & Co., 
New York. 1905. 

The purpose of the present work is to educate the physician 
to differentiate between medical and surgical cases, or, in other 
words, to assist the practitioner in deciding the difficult question 
whether or not a disease needs surgical interference. 

The introductory chapter deals with the methods of examin¬ 
ation and injuries and wounds in general. This chapter, which 
occupies only 25 pages, is altogether too elementary as an 
introduction to such a work. It lacks system and complete- 
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ness, and leaves the reader poorly equipped to understand that 
which follows. 

The author takes up the injuries and diseases of the various 
organs and tissues of the body, the special parts being arranged 
in anatomical order, beginning at the head. 

Each chapter deals with a special part of the body. The 
various surgical conditions which may arise are described, 
detailing in a few words the etiology, symptoms, diagnosis and 
differential diagnosis of each injury or disease, and further stating 
the indications and contraindications for operation, and the 
results to be expected from surgical interference. 

The book is not written for the surgeon, but for the general 
practitioner. The author assumes that the physician already 
knows medical diagnosis, and docs not burden him with facts 
and theories which are already at his command in the works 
on medical diagnosis. Accepting the book in this light, the 
work will find a wide sphere of usefulness. 

Paul Pilcher. 


The Surgical Treatment oe Chronic Suppuration op the 
Middle Ear and Mastoid. By Seymour Oppeniieimer, 
M.D., of New York. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. 

A very comprehensive treatise of 425 pages, beautifully 
printed and illustrated on good paper and well bound, apparently 
intended as a companion volume to Whiting’s "The Modern 
Mastoid Operation,” by the same publishers. 

The following points receive especial emphasis: The 
prohibition of the use of the galvano-cautery in the depths of 
the external auditory canal or in the tympanic cavity; the 
hazard attending removal of masses of granulation tissue spring¬ 
ing from the tympanic roof; the trial of persistent and thorough 
local treatment before recommending the more serious surgical 
attacks; the doing of ossiculectomy, as a rule, before deciding 
as to the necessity for a radical operation on the mastoid process; 
the use of adrenalin chloride to control the bleeding in ossi¬ 
culectomy; the caution against interference with the stapes in 
suppurative cases; the fact that the conservation of the func¬ 
tional ability of the ear is to be considered unless there is danger 



